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Government may order the military to riddle us also with their
bullets. My friends, are you prepared for this? (Voices: "Yes.")
Are you prepared to share the fate of those of our countrymen
whom the cold stone is resting upon today? Are you prepared
to do this? (Cries of "Yes.") Then, if the Government does not
grant our request, this is the proposition I wish to place before you
this morning: That all of us, on the first day of the New Year,
should be ready again to suffer battle, again to suffer imprison-
ment and march out (Applause.) That is the only process of
purification and will be a substantial mourning both inwardly and
outwardly which will bear justification before our God. That is
the advice we give to our free and indentured countrymen—to
strike, and even though this may mean death to them, I am
sure it will be justified*
But if they accepted the quiet life, lie went on, not only would the wrath
of God descend upon them, but they would incur the disgrace of the whole of
that portion of the European world forming the British Empire. (Applause.)
He hoped that every man, woman, and grown-up child would hold themselves
in readiness to do this. He hoped they would not consider self, that they would
not consider their salaries, trades, or even families, their own bodies in the
struggle which was to his mind a struggle for human liberty, and therefore, a
struggle for the religion to which they might respectively belong. It was essen-
tially a religious struggle—{hear, hear)*-as any struggle involving assertion
and freedom of their conscience must be a religious straggle. He therefore hoped
they would hold themselves in readiness to respond to the call and not listen
fc> the advice of those who wavered, nor listen to those who asked them to wait
or to those who might ask diem to refrain from the battle. The struggle was
one involving quite a dear issue, and an incredibly simple o^e.
Do not listen to anyone, but obey your own conscience and
go forward without thinking. Now is the time for thinking, and
having made up your minds, stick to it, even unto death*1
the RESOLUTIONS2
(1) This mass meeting of British Indians of Natal, held under
the auspices of the Natal Indian Association, hereby resolves that
the community may not, in honour, give evidence before the
Commission recently appointed by the Government because the
community has not been consulted as to the choice of the mem-
bers of the Commission, and because it does not include any
1 The meeting was then addressed by KaBenbadi, Polak, Ritch and Rev.
Superate&af of the Indian Mission, Natal
resolutions adopted were presumably drafted by GaadhR

